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Saudi A
rabia and

the Illusion of Security
J. E. Peterson

T
his p

ap
er exam

ines Sau
d

i A
rabia’s secu

rity from

the Sau
d

i p
oint of view

, concentrating on internal

challenges to the cou
ntry’s secu

rity as w
ell as

external threats. It argu
es that Sau

d
i A

rabia

shou
ld

 p
u

rsu
e a p

olicy of inclu
sion vis-à-vis Iraq

and
 Iran, rather than sim

p
ly follow

ing the W
estern

em
p

hasis on the exclu
sion of these states. It also

su
rveys U

S-Sau
d

i relations in the afterm
ath of the

terrorist strikes of 11 Sep
tem

ber 2001 and

conclu
d

es that, w
hile relations have been

d
am

aged
, a continu

ed
 coop

erative relationship
 is

in the interest of both p
arties.
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