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Saudi A
rabia and

the Illusion of Security
J. E. Peterson

T
his p

ap
er exam

ines Sau
d

i A
rabia’s secu

rity from

the Sau
d

i p
oint of view

, concentrating on internal

challenges to the cou
ntry’s secu

rity as w
ell as

external threats. It argu
es that Sau

d
i A

rabia

shou
ld

 p
u

rsu
e a p

olicy of inclu
sion vis-à-vis Iraq

and
 Iran, rather than sim

p
ly follow

ing the W
estern

em
p

hasis on the exclu
sion of these states. It also

su
rveys U

S-Sau
d

i relations in the afterm
ath of the

terrorist strikes of 11 Sep
tem

ber 2001 and

conclu
d

es that, w
hile relations have been

d
am

aged
, a continu

ed
 coop

erative relationship
 is

in the interest of both p
arties.

��������	
���Saudi Arabia and the Illusion of Security  J.  E.  Peterson

Saudi A
rabia and

the Illusion of Security

��������	
����348

J.  E.  Peterson

IISS4

T
he International Institute

for Strategic Stud
ies

348

The International Institute
for Strategic Studies

TM

3
4

7

N
A

T
O

’s B
a

lk
an

 In
te

rven
tio

n
s D

an
a H

. A
llin

Ju
ly 2002 ISB

N
 0-19-851676-2

3
4

6

Th
e Strateg

ic Im
p

licatio
n

s o
f C

h
in

a’s En
erg

y

N
eed

s Ph
ilip

 A
n

d
rew

s-Sp
eed

, X
u

an
li Liao

 an
d

R
o

lan
d

 D
an

n
reu

th
er

Ju
ly 2002 ISB

N
 0-19-851675-4

3
4

5

G
lo

b
alisatio

n
 an

d
 In

secu
rity in

 th
e Tw

en
ty-first

C
en

tu
ry: N

A
TO

 an
d

 th
e M

an
ag

em
en

t o
f R

isk

C
h

risto
p

h
er C

o
ker

Ju
n

e 2002 ISB
N

 0-19-851671-1

3
4

4

Secu
rity Secto

r R
efo

rm
: Issu

es, C
h

allen
g

es an
d

P
ro

sp
ects Jan

e C
h

an
aa

Ju
n

e 2002 ISB
N

 0-19-851674-6

3
4

3

Fro
m

  C
o

n
g

o
 to

 K
o

so
vo

: C
ivilian

 P
o

lice in
 P

eace

O
p

eratio
n

s  A
n

n
ika S. H

an
sen

M
ay 2002 ISB

N
 0-19-851673-8

3
4

2

W
h

ith
er Iran

? R
efo

rm
, D

o
m

estic P
o

litics an
d

N
atio

n
al Secu

rity  Sh
ah

ram
 C

h
u

b
in

A
p

ril 2002 ISB
N

 0-19-851667-3

w
w

w
.ad

elp
h

i.o
u

p
jo

u
rn

als.o
rg

A
delphi 348 C

over.pm
d

02/07/2002, 16:25
2-3


