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B Sad

The B Sad, commonly known as 
l B Sad, are one of  the major tribes 
of  Oman and are concentrated in the 
Dkhiliyya (interior) region, with signifi-
cant numbers also in dam, Nizw, and 
Mana. The tribe is widespread, with sub-
groups also in the Bina coastal region, 
and identifies with the Hinw tribal con-
federation. Most of  its members belong to 
the Ibiyya (a distinctive Muslim denom-
ination, neither Sunn nor Sh), although 
some are Sunn. l B Sad also refers 
to the family descended from Amad b. 
Sad l B Sad, the Ib imm of  
Oman (r. 1167–98/1753/4–84). The l 
Sad, the present ruling family of  Oman 
and the former ruling family of  Zanzibar, 
are descendants of  Amad through one 
of  his grandsons. Other branches of  the 
l B Sad family have long been promi-
nent in the state administration in Oman. 
Members of  the family, although not the 
tribe as a whole, adopt the honorific sayyid 
(sir, lord).

1.  Origins  of the dynasty
In the mid-twelfth/eighteenth century, 

the al-Yarb dynasty of  Omani Ib 

imms descended into civil war, with Sayf  
b. Suln II entreating assistance from 
the Iranian ruler Ndir Shh (r. 1148–
61/1736–48). Amad b. Sad, a business-
man and al-Yarb governor of  ur 
on the Bina coast, successfully defended 
ur against Ndir Shh’s forces and 
eventually killed their commanders in 
about 1158–9/1745. Some eight years 
later, he defeated the last Yarb imm 
and was elected by the Ib community 
to replace him as imm, even though he 
lacked religious credentials.

Quarrels amongst four of  Amad’s 
sons over the succession took place well 
before their father’s death. In the end, 
Amad’s preferred successor, Sad b. 
Amad (r. 1198–c.1200/1783–c.1786), 
retained the title of  imm while still resid-
ing in al-Rustq on the Bina coast, and 
political power fell to his son amad (r. 
c.1200–6/c.1786–92), who removed to 
Muscat (Masqa) on the coast to pursue 
commercial opportunities. After Sad b. 
Amad, no l B Sad ruler from the 
main line claimed leadership as imm, 
and the dynasty eventually assumed the 
title “sultan” introduced by the British. 
With amad’s death in 1206/1792, his 
brother Suln (r. 1206–18/1792–1804) 
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seized control of  Muscat and used it as a 
base to extend his possessions around the 
Arabian Sea and wage war against rivals 
in the Arabian Gulf. Suln also increased 
the importance of  Muscat as a com-
mercial centre while expanding trading 
arrangements across the Indian Ocean. 
Close cooperation with British India was 
useful in his military campaigns and pro-
moted commercial ties.

2.  Sa  d b.  Suln
But it was Suln’s son Sad (r. 1806–

56) who, after killing his cousin Badr b. 
Sayf  (r. 1804–6), extended l B Sad 
dominion the furthest (Wilkinson, 14ff.). 
With British help, Sad countered threats 
from the Wahhbs of  central Arabia and 
the Qawsim of  Ras al-Khayma (in the 
present-day United Arab Emirates) and 
gradually extended his control over the 
coast while being acknowledged, nomi-
nally, in the interior of  Oman. His power 
and wealth, however, derived especially 
from his overseas expansion, particularly 
in East Africa.

While he centred his attention on Zan-
zibar, Sad b. Suln also asserted his 
authority over Mombasa on the African 
mainland and the islands of  Kilwa and 
Pate, which he did by bringing the Mazr 
governors (r. c.1109–1253/c.1698–1837), 
an Omani line originally appointed by 
the Yarbs, back under his control. The 
trade in ivory and slaves extended the 
Omani presence deep into Africa. The re- 
export from the African hinterland of  
these and other commodities (including 
cloves) increased Zanzibar’s customs rev-
enues far higher than those of  Muscat and 
helped to expand trade with Europeans 
and Americans. While not residing con-
tinuously in Zanzibar, Sad spent increas-
ing periods of  time there and died at sea 
on his return to Zanzibar.

It is uncertain whether Sad b. Suln 
intended that his realm be divided between 
Oman and Zanzibar upon his death, but 
one son, Thuwayn, became the l B 
Sad ruler in Muscat, while another son, 
Mjid, assumed control in Zanzibar. The 
de facto separation of  the l B Sad 
realm into two ruling houses was made 
permanent by the Canning Award (1861), 
by which Britain recognised Oman and 
Zanzibar as separate states and undertook 
the annual payment of  Zanzibar’s agreed 
subsidy to Oman.

3.  The B  Sa  d in Oman
With the loss of  the agricultural and 

commercial income from Zanzibar, 
Oman under Thuwayn b. Sad (r. 1856– 
66) struggled economically and was forced 
to contend with challenges to his rule 
from his brother Turk b. Sad, from the 
Wahhbis, and from an Ib naha (reli-
gious renaissance) backed by tribes from 
the interior. Thuwayn was assassinated by 
his son Slim (r. 1866–8), but Slim faced 
the same difficulties as his father and was 
forced by the tribes backing the Ib 
revivalists to flee to Iran. Azzn b. Qays, 
a member of  a cadet l B Sad line 
who had proclaimed himself  imm, took 
charge in Muscat. But Azzn (r. 1868–71) 
faced hostility from both the Wahhbs 
and the British. The latter supported the 
ambitions of  Turk b. Sad, who captured 
Muscat in 1871, when Azzn was killed 
in battle.

The reign of  Turk b. Sad (r. 1871–88) 
was troubled by family rivalries, includ-
ing from the ex-ruler Slim b. Sad and 
another brother, and by the continued 
opposition of  the Ib revivalists. He 
was able to make a brief  tour inland, the 
last by a l B Sad ruler for seventy 
years. Upon Turk’s death, his son Fayal 
(r. 1888–1913) succeeded him and was 
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forced by Britain to sign an agreement 
of  nonalienation of  territory in 1891 to 
prevent French inroads; he also faced a 
failed revivalist attack on Muscat in 1895. 
A new imm was elected in the interior in 
Fayal’s last months.

His son Taymr b. Fayal (r. 1913–31) 
was immediately faced with a threat posed 
by Ib immate forces, which culmi-
nated in a battle on the outskirts of  Mus-
cat in 1915, followed by the Agreement 
of  al-Sb in 1920, which recognised the 
autonomy of  the interior. Taymr abdi-
cated when his son Sad turned twenty-one 
and could succeed him. Sad b. Taymr  
(r. 1932–70) was noted for consolidating 
his control over his family along the coast, 
eliminating the country’s debts, and pros-
ecuting two wars. The first saw the end of  
the immate and the reimposition of  the 
sultan’s authority in the interior during 
the late 1950s. Sad inherited his father’s 
fondness for ufr in southern Oman, but 
a guerrilla rebellion emerged there in the 
1960s. His Sandhurst-educated son Qbs 
b. Sad (r. 1970–2020), the offspring of  a 
ufr mother, overthrew him and suc-
cessfully prosecuted the war while opening 
the country to rapid development.

4.  The B  Sa  d in Zanzibar
In Zanzibar, Mjid b. Sad (r. 1856–70) 

was constantly fending off  attempts by his 
brother Barghash to overthrow him. The 
reign of  Barghash b. Sad (r. 1870–88), 
who succeeded Mjid, was notable for 
such innovations as the first printing press 
and aqueduct, his opposition to British 
influence, and his support for the Ib 
naha. He was followed by his brother 
Khalfa (r. 1888–90). Britain established 
a protectorate over Zanzibar during the 
period of  Al b. Sad (r. 1890–3), the last 
of  the sons of  Sad b. Suln.

The naha and developments in Oman 
remained of  deep interest to the Zanzi-
bari branch of  the family, as demonstrated 
by the financing by mid b. Thuwayn 
(r. 1893–6) of  the Ib revivalists’ 1895 
attack on Muscat. mid allied himself  
with a son of  Barghash, Khlid (d. 1927), 
who attempted to claim the rulership 
upon mid’s death but was thwarted by 
the British, who bombarded his palace. 
The succession passed instead to amd 
b. Muammad (r. 1896–1902), who abol-
ished slavery in Zanzibar, and then to 
his young England-educated son Al b. 
amd (r. 1902–11), who abdicated while 
in Europe. The long reign of  Khalfa b. 
arb (r. 1911–61) was marked by the 
establishment of  the Executive and Legis-
lative Councils and improvements in phys-
ical infrastructure. Ill health cut short the 
reign of  his son Abdallh b. Khalfa (r. 
1961–2), and his son Jamshd b. Abdallh 
(r. 1963–4) enjoyed one month as ruler of  
independent Zanzibar before a revolution 
forced him into exile in England.
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