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1. British actions against al-Qawasim are detailed in J.G. Lorimer, comp., Gazetteer of the Persian Gulf, ‘Oman, and Central Arabia
(Calcutta: Superintendent, Government Printing, Vol. 1: 1915; Vol. 2: 1908), Vol. 1, Part 1, pp. 637-670. For rebuttals of the
allegations of piracy, see Sultan Muhammad al-Qasimi, The Myth of Arab Piracy in the Gulf (London: Croom Helm, 1986. 2nd ed;
London: Routledge, 1988), and Charles E. Davies, The Blood-Red Flag: An Investigation into Qasimi Piracy, 1797-1820 (Exeter, UK:
University of Exeter Press, 1997).

2. All agreements and treaties between the British government and littoral rulers can be found in C.U. Aitchison, comp., A Collection
of Treaties, Engagements and Sanads Relating to India and Neighbouring Countries (revised ed.; Delhi: Manager of Publications,
1933), Vol. 11, “Containing The Treaties, &c., Relating to Aden and the South Western Coast of Arabia, the Arab Principalities in the
Persian Gulf, Muscat (Oman), Baluchistan and the North-West Frontier Province.”
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3. The agreements are discussed in a number of works, particularly in various country studies. The text of the agreements can be
found in Aitchison, “Collection of Treaties.”
4. J.E. Peterson, Defending Arabia (London: Croom Helm; New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1986).
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5. This brief historical survey relies on background material presented in J.G., Lorimer, comp., Gazetteer of the Persian Gulf, ‘Oman,

and Central Arabia (Calcutta: Superintendent, Government Printing, Vol. 1: 1915; Vol. 2: 1908), “History of Trucial Oman,” in Vol.

1, Historical, Part 1, Chapter 3, pp. 630-785; Muhammad Morsy Abdullah, The United Arab Emirates: A Modern History (London:

Croom Helm; New York: Barnes & Noble, 1978); Frauke Heard-Bey, From Trucial States to United Arab Emirates: A Society in

Transition (London: Longman, 1983; new ed., 1996); and Rosemarie Said Zahlan, The Making of the Modern Gulf States: Kuwait,
Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates and Oman (London: Unwin Hyman, 1989; rev. ed.; Reading: Ithaca Press, 1998).
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6. Recent treatments of British activities and policy in the Gulf during this period are in James Onley, The Arabian Frontier of the British
Raj (London: Oxford University Press, 2007), and J.E. Peterson, “Britain and the Gulf: At the Periphery of Empire,” in Lawrence D.
Potter, ed., The Gulf in History (New York: Palgrave, forthcoming).

7. The Political Resident’s report on his annual tour of the Gulf, April and May 1859, reproduced in Penelope Tuson, ed., Records of
the Emirates: Primary Documents, 1820-1958 (London: Archive Editions, 1990), Vol. 3, 1853-1871, esp. pp. 81-83.

8. Tuson, Records of the Emirates, Vol. 3, pp. 554-555.

9. See the Viceroy of India’s despatch to the Secretary of State for India of 22 May 1879, reproduced in Tuson, Records of the
Emirates, Vol. 4, 1871-1892, pp. 73-80.

10. See the British correspondence on developments in Abu Dhabi-tribal and Abu Dhabi-Qatari relations between 1876 and 1890 in
Tuson, Records of the Emirates, Vol. 4, pp. 247-414.
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11. Reproduced in Tuson, Records of the Emirates, Vol. 4, p. 502.
12. Quoted in Briton Cooper Busch, Britain and the Persian Gulf, 1894-1914 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1967), p. 256.
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13. Quoted in Lorimer, Gazetteer, Vol. 1, Historical, Part 2, p. 2638.
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